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(IA revelations
lead to charges
of ineptitude

By Adam Pertman
Globe Staff _

WASHINGTON - Congression-
al leaders said yesterday that they -
were alarmed and disappointed by
the information given them by the
CJA director about secret adminis-
tration dealings with Iran which,
according to one legislator, includ-
ed a $12 million purchase of US
weapons.

“This whole operation, its gen-
esis and the carrying out of it, was
incredibly clumsy and amateur-
ish,” said the incoming Senate
majority leader, Robert Byrd (D-
W. Va)), after a closed-gooornl:;;ige-
ing for the Intelligence Com
br;gthe director of central intelli-
gence, Willilam Casey.

"l think it was {ll-conceived

,» and ineptly implemented,” added

i

Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), who will
be the next chairman of the
Armed Services Committee and
who also attended yesterday's
hearing.

Wxt:igle members of the House
and Senate intelligence panels
sald they were grateful that the
White House was finally filling
them in on the secret operation,
they argued that the administra-
tion had broken the law by.not in-
forming them sooner. They also
said that the White House had put
national security at risk.

At the same time, the lawmak-
ers continued their criticism of

President Reagan's foreign policy-
making apparatus. They insisted
that it had to be overhauled to pre-
vent a repeat of the enterprise
that involved shipping weapons to
Iran while asking for its help in
‘getting American hostages re-
leased from Lebanon.
ﬂ> Sen. Dave Durenberger (R-
Minn.), chairman of the Senate In-
telligence Committee, was among

those who said the administra-

tion's briefings had made it clear

the Iran operation was so scatter-

shot that it was difficult to piece
together. .

' "He and the committee’s vice

P chairman, Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-
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Vt), sent a letter to Reagan yester-

day expressing their concerns.

Casey testified yesterday before
both the House and Senate intelli-
gence committees. Earlier in the
day, key members from both
chambers met at the White House
with John M. Poindexter, the

president’s natfonal security ad-
viser and the man who orehestrat-
ed the Iran initfative.

"There were enough people in-
volved over a fairly substantial pe-
riod of time in this particular oper-
ation, so there is no place where
all of the facts are known," Dur-
enberger said later. I think that
ought to be of concern to some
people.” '

Moynihan incredulous

”  Sen. Dantel Patrick Moynihan

(D-N.Y.) implied that Casey had
been less than forthcoming, with-
out elaborating. “I can't believe
what I heard, and I don't,” he toid
reporters. “'You're all getting bits
and pieces of the story and so did
we.

Leahy, meanwhile, stressed his
belief that the administration was
misdirecting the turmoil over who
was to blame for the negative re-
action to the Iran operations.

"The White House has got to
understand this isn't a public re-
lations disaster, it's a national se-
curity disaster, it's a policy disas-
ter: this is a disaster in the fight
against terrorism,” Leahy said. )

Because intelligence committee .
information is classified, few de-
tails were disclosed of what was

said at yesterday's hearings. But -

Rep. Jim Wright (D-Texas), who
will become speaker of the House
In January, did provide some new
insights after leaving a morning
committee hearing with Casey.
Missiles from Texas

Wright said that 1,000 of the
2,008 TOW antitank missiles that
Iran bought from the United
States were assembled last Febru-
ary in San Antonio. The total
number of missiles cited by
Wright was double what the presi-
dent had said were sent. ,

For the first time, Wright also

put a price tag on these sophisti-
cated armaments, saying they
had cost [ran “$12 million-plus.”
He added that he had been told
that “they deposited money in a

Swiss bank" but did not say who

hac:v gé;.e:xt him that tnformation,
said Casey had assured
members of the Houge Intelligence
Committee that there were no oth-
er instances in which the CIA had
been told to withhold information
about a covert operation. Reagan
early this year not

In 1984, after the C1A mined a
harbor in Nicaragua, Casey
signed a pledge that he would no-
tify congressional leaders when a

. reviewed
gan’s directive that Casey not
keep this promise, Wright said,
‘A higher level’

"The probiem lies at a higher
level than that,' Wright said
when asked ff: Casey had been
pressed on the issue. ‘“The Pprob-
lem lies with the determtnation of
Someone in the executive branch
that the prestdent doesn’t have to
ta:!ge by the law uniess he wants

Several laws call for notifica-
tion of Congress in case of covert
operations, and legislators from-
both parties continued to assert
yesterday that those laws had

the statutes.

The 1977 Arms Export Cantrol
Act requires notification of Con-
gress of sales or transfers of major
items of military equipment worth

more than $14 million, and the
Diplomatic Security and Ant{-Ter-
rorist Act of 1986 forbids the
transfer of more than $) million
in munitions or military technol-
Ogy to states that back terrorism,

In addftfon, a 1982 amendment
to the 1947 National Security Act
requires notification of covert op-
erations in “timely fashion."
Response on legality

Casey was asked while leaving
the Senate Intelligence Committee
briefing whether any laws had
bee’r‘l broken. He said, “'Oh, no, no,
no.

Durenberger said his impres-
sion, after listening to Casey, was
that the administration would not
have revealed the Iran enterprise

at all had information about it not
leaked out. ,
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“Whether they broke the law
or not, theyintended not to inform
the American people, they intend-
ed not to inform the Congress
about something they knew wouid
become public knowledge {f it was
exposed to risks,”” he said. '

*“They were willing to trust the
lives of hostages to fanaties and at
least radicals in Iran and they
weren't willing to trust the Amert-
can people and the Congress of the
United States,” Dureénberger said.

Wright also said Casey had
confirmed that third eountries
had been invelved in the US effort
to send weapons to Iran, though
he would not say which ones. Isra-
el s known to have participated,
and France and Portugal reported-
ly did too. )

*It seemns clear that those other
countries, Israel included, felt they
were doing the wishes of the Unit-
ed States,” Wright sagd. "I know
there were several countries.”

William Casey, CIA director, leaves Ca fter he
g " pitol yesterday after he
briefed House intelligence committee on US-Ira¥x arms dyeal.
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